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Women Back in Balcony

Press Club fPeverses |
Lunch Coverage Policy

The governing board of the | steered away from the club's
microphones, }
The regretable thing about!

National Press Club reversed
its luncheon coverage policy

R last night’s vote
last night and again banned was theg"eros'ion”

status as an example-setling

nonmember newsmen—in.

!

|

,. Dear said,
of the club’s’

- cluding newswomen—to theifor the Nation's Journalists.

tiny balcony of the club’s|

. Breat ballroom. of
The vote was 6-to-5, with
only club vice president Clark
Mollenhoff of the Des Moines
Register & Tribune switching
Pposition.

A 6t0-3 vote several weeks
ago—with two board members
absent—had opened the ball-
room floor to working non-
member reporters covering
the specches of visiting digni:
tavies and heads of state.

Mollenhoff saiq after the
board’s meeting that his first
vote had been “reluctant” angd
“wrong” but that he had “cor-
rected” hig “convictions” with
last night’s ballot,

His switch, he said, could be
traced to “certain pressures

" that were relative. to some gov-
ernmental figures . . . tamper-
‘ing around. in' the press club.”

Club president Joseph A,
Dear of Dear Publications said
after the meeting that he knew
of no direct governmental ef-
forts to pressure the club. He
acknowledged reports of such’
efforts, however, and said|
there were some indicationg
that speake I's were being
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“We should set

how coverage should
brovided,” he sajd,
what really counts,”

Washington’s newswomen
long have complained of their
banishment to the balcony of
the all-male
have clicited statements of
sympathy from former Presi-
dent Kennedy ang from Presi-
dent Johnson,

Male non-members assigned
fo cover luncheon speakors
-have been less voceal than the
women, perhaps ‘remembering
worse situations,

The president of the Wom-
en’s Nation
Elsie Carper of The Washing-
ton Post,
reversal vote “regretable.”

“It has bcen
she said,
should be
ed correspondents without dig-
crimination,” )

the example”
be.
“This ig*

club. They cven

al Press Club,
called last night'y
our position,”

“that press events
open to all accredit-
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